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it and set the ball rolling. That legacy has become a per-
manent part of English literature. Some people have traced
back to Horace Walpole the sensationalism of Dickens,
Reade, and Collins,1 and even some of the fiction of to-day.
And what is not usually recognized, the historical novel owes
a real debt to Walpole's goblin story.
1cf., W. C. Phillips: Dickens, Reade and Collins, New York, 1919.